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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

 

 
1.1  Overview 

 
Amp Energy has assigned to GRS the design, engineering, procurement, fabrication, construction, 
installation, commissioning, testing, delivery and rectification of all defects, to the completion of the 
Hillston Sun Farm and associated works. 
 
Amp Energy has assigned to GRS the operations and maintenance of the Hillston Sun Farm until expiry 
of the Defects Liability Period of the EPC Contractor. 
 
An element of this work is the satisfaction of the project’s Environmental Management Strategy (EMS) 
dated 31 August 2018. 
 
Amp Energy has provided to GRS the Environmental Management Strategy in order to ensure compliance 
with the Development consent (SSD 7955) under section 89 E of the NSW Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 
 
The EMS sets out monitoring and reporting requirements in the areas of biodiversity and landscaping 
during the operations period and these topics are dealt with in this report, which covers from May 2022 
to October 2022. 
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2.0  BIODIVERSITY 

 

 
2.1  Overview 

 
Biodiversity monitoring and inspection requirements of the project are set out in Table 4.1 
of the EMS, and these requirements are responded to below. 
 
 

2.2  Operations requirement 1 – Inspections to detect weed germination and signs of 
soil pathogen infection. 

 
Inspections have been carried out by site staff that has the skillset and formalized training 
unit AHCPMG301- Control weeds which enables staff to identify weeds and create a control 
plan. Quarterly inspections have been undertaken to detect noxious weeds. Additionally, 
monthly inspections have been undertaken to monitor such weeds. During such inspections, 
the following non compliance have been identified: 
 

• Weeds have been identified along the whole site. The weeds identified are: 
 

- Flax leaf fleabane (Erigeron bonariensis) 
- Hedge mustard (Sisymbrium officinale) 
- Marshmallow (Malva Parviflora) 
- Caltrop/Bindii (Tribulus terrestris) 
- African Boxthorn(Lycium ferocissimum) 
- Patterson Curse (Echium plantagineum) 

 
Corrective actions are detailed in section 4.1. Weed Spraying during maintenance period. 

 
2.3  Operations requirement 2 – On going inspections to detect presence of federal 

pests. 
 
Inspections have been carried out quarterly over the entire site. No federal pest have been 
identified during the mentioned period (May 2022 to October 2022). 
 
Evidences of the above are included as Appendix I and III.  
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3.0  LANDSCAPING 
 

3.1  Overview 
 
Landscaping activities for the project are limited to two locations; specifically landscaping 
screening at the south eastern fence line, to the south of the “Remnant vegetation and 
overland flow path to be avoided” and adjacent to Kidman Way, as shown on Figure 1.1 of 
the EMS, and landscaping screening to be provided with reference to sensitive receiver R17 
as identified on Figure 1.1 of the EMS. 
 

3.2  Landscaping screening at the south eastern fence line area 
 
This requirement has been the subject of change due to the changed nature of the 
photovoltaic plant in the intervening period following the issuing of the Development 
Consent and commencement of construction.  Specifically, the need for screening of glint 
and glare, from the solar farm to motorists on Kidman Way, has been obviated by the 
removal of photovoltaic plant from the area of the site to the south of the remnant vegetation 
footprint.  This has been made possible by improvement in cell technology and the 
corresponding increase in electrical output per unit area of PV modules. 
 
Landscaping in this area is not proceeding for the reasons set out above, with evidence of 
this change provided in Appendix VII – Amp Energy – GRS email thread regarding south 
eastern landscaping. Monitoring requirements are therefore not triggered for this 
landscaping area. 
 
No further action was required 
 
 

3.3  Landscaping screening for sensitive receiver R17 
 
Landscaping area is finalized and no further actions are required by GRS. 
 
No further action was required 
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4.0  OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 

4.1 Weed Spraying during maintenance period 
 
Weed spraying has been undertaken onsite, to minimize weed growth and prevent seed set 
for future years. The use of selective herbicides means problematic weeds can be targeted 
and enable certain grasses and plant types to grow for other benefits. Weed spraying is 
inspected within 10-14 days to evaluate effectiveness and if further activities are required 
to remove weeds 
 

4.2  Pest animal control during maintenance period 
 
No large animal has been identified within the site, informal inspections are undertaken quite regularly 
with a formal quarterly inspection in place. An inspection found a population of bees; however after 2-3 
days the bees had moved on.  
 

4.3  Monitoring of fences during maintenance period 
 

Fences are inspected monthly, these inspections report on steel structure, quality, material build up 
(weeds, debris etc.) holes or gaps in fence, gates operation and any other problems. 
 

4.4  Planted vegetation/grass trimming during maintenance period 
 
During the environmental inspections, high grass has been detected and raised as a non 
compliance. 
 
The corrective actions performed during the period are: 
 

- Slashing and mowing of areas where high grass have been detected. A 
combination of flail type and zero turn rotary type machines have been used to 
perform this activity. A contractor has attended the site multiple times to cut and 
mulch the vegetation between the tracker rows to prevent module shading and to 
keep vegetation at a manageable level for bushfire mitigation. 

 
Evidence of the above are included as Appendix II and III. 
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APPENDIX I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 1. Flax leaf fleabane (Erigeron bonariensis). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 2. Hedge mustard (Sisymbrium officinale). 
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Picture 3. Bees found during pest inspection. 
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APPENDIX II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 4. Weed spraying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 5. Site slashing. 
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Picture 6. Site slashing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 7. Weed control/Slashing. 
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Picture 8. Slashing. 
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APPENDIX III 
 
 
 

















1.3 Vegetation & pest control
4 Oct 2022 Complete

Score 85.71% Flagged items 0 Actions 0
1.4.Operatoranddate-100%

Operator and date 100%  

Conducted on 04.10.2022 09:35 AEST

Prepared by Ross
1.5.1.3Vegetation-75%

1.3 Vegetation 75%  

1.3.1.1a Access points clear of vegetation (inverters, access
gates, switch room, switch boxes, d-boxes, boxes, gateways,
weather stations, building access)

Pass

1.3.1.1b Vegetation is controlled between trackers (vegetation
should not be affecting production or operation), fence lines
and roads

Pass

1.3.1.2 Trackers are free from damage caused by vegetation,
vegetation management practices or pests  

Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3

 

1.3.1.3 Ground is clear from a build up of cut grass or weeds Pass
1.6.1.3.2Pests-100%

1.3.2 Pests 100%  

1.3.2.1 Access points are free from pests including wasps,
bees, termites, rabbits, snakes, rats or mice Pass

1.3.2.1 Fence lines/roads as well as trackers so no presence of
pests Pass

Completion date and time 04.10.2022 09:45 AEST

Powered by

https://safetyculture.com/report-recipient


1.Appendix

Appendix

Photo 1 Photo 2

Photo 3
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